
 
 

PLUME ACADEMY - LEARNING OVERVIEW 

 

Year 8  

Subject Drama 

 

Prior Learning 

The Year 8 curriculum builds Students awareness and application of previously explored 
performance skills and dramatic techniques through applying them to new genre’s and scripts. 
Students in Year 8 are able to develop an appreciation of how to use dramatic techniques to 
explore historical events and have empathy for characters (Evacuees/Goodnight Mr Tom).  
Students are introduced to the ‘life/soft skills’ that are developed through their learning in drama. 
This understanding is developed through reflections with students to encourage the wider 
benefits of the arts outside of the curriculum. We explore this through the following questions. 
“What have we done? Why have we done this? How will it help me?” 

 

Curriculum Intent – What are the curriculum aims? 

 To interpret distinct theatre styles and genres (Melodrama, Physical theatre) 

 To interpret two text and their key characters (The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time and Goodnight Mr Tom). 

 To develop an understanding of the differences between the basic performance skills and 
dramatic techniques explored and be able to categorise and define them. 

 Start to consider the relationships between characters and between the audience and 
actors.  

 To be able to recall key information on the new genres/styles explored and link to 
previously explored styles and genres  

 To reflect on and evaluate their work and the work of others.  

 To respond to peer and teacher feedback given to develop practical work.  

 

Curriculum Implementation – What my child will be learning? 

Term 1  Half Term 1 Melodrama: Skills and techniques of a specific genre of theatre 

Half Term 2 Gothic Theatre: Skills and techniques of a specific style of 
theatre. 

Term 2  Half Term 3 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time /Frantic 
Assembly Exploration of a set text. 
Study of a practitioner/company -implementing their 
techniques into a performance. 

Half Term 4 

Term 3 Half Term 5 Evacuees - Dramatic techniques Performance of a duologue 

Half Term 6 Trestle Masks Skills and techniques of a specific style of theatre 

 

Curriculum Impact – How will progress be assessed? 

Students will receive verbal feedback weekly, during the collaborative rehearsal process, and after 
the performance of practical work developed in class.  



 
Students will have time to respond to the feedback they are given to ensure optimum opportunity 
is provided for students to make progress.  
Students will be assessed, and receive feedback, each half term on how they collaborate in 
rehearsal, perform and evaluate their work.  

 

Super-Curricular Opportunities – Extending Learning 

Useful study resources: If a student is really 
passionate about this subject, 

they could: 

As a parent/carer, I can assist 
my child in this subject by: 

 BBC Bitesize - Drama 

 National Theatre 
website 

 YouTube – Crash 
course Theatre series 

 Complete the termly 
Arts Ambassador’s 
Challenges 

 Participate in the 
annual February 
Drama showcase  

 Attend MRC Drama 
Club 

 
 

 Encourage your child 
to watch professional 
Live and Streamed 
Theatre.  

 Encourage your child 
to participate in extra-
curricular activities. 

 Encourage your child 
to analyse and 
evaluate features of 
film and television 
work that they have 
seen. 

 Investigate the 
possibility of attending 
Theatre Groups 
outside of the 
academy.   

 

 


