
 
 

PLUME ACADEMY - LEARNING OVERVIEW 

 

Year  13 

Course  Geography 

Specification Number/Exam Board AQA 7037 (A2) 

Examination Papers and Weighting Component 1: Physical geography (40% of A-Level) 

• Section A: Water and carbon cycles 

• Section B: Coastal systems  

• Section C: Hazards 
Component 2: Human Geography (40% of A-Level) 

• Section A: Global systems and governance. 

• Section B: Changing places. 

• Section C: Population and the environment. 
Component 3: Geographical fieldwork investigation 
(20% of A-Level) 

• Submitted 3000-4000 word report 

 

Prior Learning 

The course builds on prior learning by continuing to study geography through a broad range of 
case studies from local, national and international examples. Students will revisit core themes 
studied at GCSE whilst also allowing them to critically analyse content in greater depth. They will 
continue to develop their geographical skills building on the foundation achieved at GCSE.  

 

Curriculum Intent – What are the curriculum aims? 

The A-Level Geography course aims: 

• To challenge student minds, perceptions and stimulate their investigative and analytical 
skills. With students studying new units that reflect the world today, as well as building on 
the foundation of core GCSE topics. 

• To develop skills to select research questions, apply relevant techniques and skills, and 
find appropriate ways to analyse and communicate your findings. 

• To develop qualitative and quantitative geographical skills while working with images, 
factual text and discursive/creative material, digital data, numerical and spatial data and 
innovative forms of data, including crowd-sourced and 'big data'.  

• To be able to produce convincing arguments and to communicate ideas effectively, both 
in writing and in oral communication.  

• To expose students to a range of Fieldwork opportunities in both human and physical 
environments. 

 

Curriculum Implementation – What will my child will be learning? 

 Teacher 1 Teacher 2 

Term 1  Half Term 1 Population and the 
environment 

• Malaria in Uganda 

• Diseases of affluence 

Natural Hazards 

• Plate tectonic theory. 

• Distribution of volcanoes 

• Impacts of volcanic activity 

Half Term 2 

Term 2  Half Term 3 

Half Term 4 



 
• Non-communicable 

disease – Asthma 

• Population change in 
Iran 

• Responses to volcanic activity 

• Volcanic events – Etna 

• Distribution of earthquakes 

• Impacts of seismic activity 

• Responses of seismic activity 

• Seismic event – Haiti 

• Nature of tropical storms 

• Impacts of tropical storms and 
responses 

• Tropical storm – Typhoon 
Haiyan 

• Distribution of wildfires 

• Impact and response to 
wildfires 

• Wildfire event – Alberta 2016. 

Term 3 Half Term 5 Preparation for public examinations 

Half Term 6  

 

Curriculum Impact – How will my child be assessed and receive feedback? 

Exam Style: 

• Component 1: Physical geography – 2 hours 30 minutes 

• Component 2: Human geography – 2 hours 30 minutes  

• Component 3: Geography fieldwork investigation - 3000 – 4000 -word report 
 
In-class:  Students will receive a question work book which will be used throughout the course to 
assess students’ progress. Written feedback will be provided in theses workbooks. In addition to 
this students will receive regular mid and end of unit assessments, which will receive a 
combination of verbal and written feedback from teaching staff, dependent on the work 
produced. 

 

  



 
Super-Curricular Opportunities – Supporting and Extending Learning 

BOOKS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS & MAGAZINES 

 
 

Provider Link & Overview 

The BBC https://www.bbc.com/news  
Your first port of call for unbiased in-depth news. Download the app to your smart phone and 
customise My News to show the geographical topics that you are most interested in. 

The 
Guardian 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk 
One of the most trusted sources of news in the UK, the Guardian publishes excellent articles on a range 
of geographical topics with the depth of analysis and critical thought that is expected from you as an A 
Level or IB student.  

The 
Economist 

https://www.economist.com/  
A weekly newspaper that is about far more than economics, business and finance. If you are interested 
in geopolitics, this is a must-read. In addition, it covers a broad range of geographical topics including in-
depth and analytical special reports on issues such as global water security, globalisation, climate 
change and migration. You need a subscription to read the Economist but there is likely to be a special 
offer running e.g. 12 issues for £12 to get you started. 

Geographical 
Magazine 

http://geographical.co.uk/  
The magazine of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) is published monthly and contains illustrated 
articles on people, places, adventure, travel and environmental issues as well as a summary of the latest 
academic research in geography. 

PODCASTS – Recommended and will be used throughout the A-Level course to support independent learning. 

https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.economist.com/
http://geographical.co.uk/


 

 

Podcast Link & Overview 

Ask the 
Geographer 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/  
An excellent podcast produced by the Royal Geographical Society. The RGS interview a range of 
geographers about their current research to help keep your case studies up-to-date. 

GA 
Geogpod 

https://www.geography.org.uk/GeogPod-The-GAs-Podcast  
A new podcast from the Geographical Association (GA) that includes interviews about teaching and 
learning as well as the latest geographical research. The latter is most relevant for students. Check out 
episode 1 if you are interested in coastal landscapes! 

BBC The 
Inquiry 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p029399x/episodes/downloads 
A brilliant podcast from the BBC World Service that focuses on one question, ideas from four expert 
witnesses and an answer. There are a host of geographical questions in the archive. For IB students, 
check out the podcasts about water scarcity in Cape Town and Chennai.  

BBC 
Thinking 
Allowed 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05/episodes/downloads 
Another excellent podcast from the BBC World Service. Search for the disasters episode - it is a must-
listen for all A-Level students for their hazards unit.  

TED TALKS 

TED talks are short, powerful talks that focus on “ideas worth spreading.” There is a wealth of geographical talks on the 
website. As a starting point, check out anything by Hans Rosling as well as Parag Khanna’s talk on how megacities are 
changing the map of the world. https://www.ted.com/talks  

OPEN LEARN COURSE  

Complete one (or more!) of the free courses available online through Open Learn. Check out the geography-related courses 
on offer in Nature & Environment, Science, Maths & Technology or Society, Politics & Law. Pick something that interests you 
based on what you will be studying next academic year and have a go! https://www.open.edu/openlearn/subject-
information  

• Introductory courses should consolidate your knowledge and understanding from GCSE and provide a stepping 

stone to studying in the Sixth Form.  

• Intermediate course broadly replicate the level of detail required to achieve a top grade at A Level. 

• Advanced courses include material that is equivalent to undergraduate study at university.   

 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://www.geography.org.uk/GeogPod-The-GAs-Podcast
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p029399x/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05/episodes/downloads
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/subject-information
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/subject-information

