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What are the options?

Options Qualifications

HE Institution
Apprenticeship Provider

Employment
University
Gap Year

Degree
Apprenticeship

Job

Post-18 Pathways 







Students will begin applying for post-18 options in the Autumn 
term of year 13 and the application process for apprenticeships 
and employment will take place throughout the academic year;

October – entry deadline for music applicants (conservatoires)

October – entry deadline for the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and most courses in veterinary, medicine/science, and dentistry.

January – entry deadline for most dance, drama or musical theatre courses (conservatoires) 

January – entry deadline for all UCAS undergraduate courses

January – receive decisions from conservatoires

May – receive decisions for undergraduate courses

June – applications received 

July – last date to apply

When does the process start? 



Careers Hub  



UCAS stands for the 
University and colleges 

Admissions Service

UCAS is the online 
system which manages 

all University 
applications in the UK









I do not know what I 
want to do after year 

13.

I have an idea of what I 
want to do after year 13 

but I need more 
information. 

I know what I want to 
do after year 13. 

All students who do not 
know what they want 
to do next will receive 
an appointment with 
our careers adviser. 

Next half term students 
will receive information 
on all post-18 options.

Next half term students 
will have the 
opportunity to access 
relevant information for 
their chosen pathway. 

What support will be in place? 



• All students have access to independent and impartial 
careers advice and guidance from a fully qualified Careers 
Adviser from Directions IAG Ltd. 

• This is an opportunity for students to talk about their ideas 
and plans for the future. 

• As part of this, a Career Action Plan will be produced and 
shared with the student.

• To book a careers appointment they can send an email to 
Louise Brazier at deslb@plume.essex.sch.uk or type 
‘directions’ as the recipient in their email. 

Careers Advice

mailto:deslb@plume.essex.sch.uk

