
Week Ending 13/05/2022 

A Necessary Change in 
Non-Student Days  
After receiving, reading through 
and discussing our options with 
regards the ‘RideLondon 
Classique’ cycle event that will be 
taking place in and around our 
district on Friday 27 May 2022, 
there is simply no safe and 
plausible way we can operate a 
typical academy day involving over 
2000 stakeholders on that 
particular day. This is primarily due 
to the published road closures, 
some of which will be from 4am – 
8pm that day, many of which are 
exceptionally close to the academy 
and directly relating to virtually all 
routes coming into and going out 
of both campuses.  
We will switch our planned  
non-student day scheduled 
for Friday 24 June 2022 to 
Friday 27 May 2022. This 
means that Friday 24 June 
2022 will be a normal 
teaching day and Friday 27 
May 2022, a non-student day.  
This is with the exception of 
our Year 11, 12 and 13 
students who are due to sit 
examinations on Friday 27 
May 2022. 

The UK Mathematics Trust was founded in 
1996 and its charitable aim is to advance 
the education of young people in 
mathematics. The maths challenges set 
encourages students to work collaboratively 
on a range of intriguing mathematical 
problems. Miss Maciver- Drummond, our 
KS4 Mathematics Coordinator, recently 
encouraged and supported a group of Year 
9, 10 & 11 students to complete the UK 
Maths Challenge and lots of them received 
certificates for their achievements, awarded 
by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust.  
Mr Wakefield and Miss Maciver - Drummond 
were both pleased and honoured to award 
the certificates to a very deserving group of 
young and very talented mathematicians.  



Summer Examination  
Information 
 

With the summer examination season about to begin, the 
following is a reminder for students sitting examinations: 
 
 Arrive outside your examination venue 10 minutes 

before the examination start time. 
 Remember to bring relevant equipment with you to 

your examinations in a clear pencil case.   
 You will need a black pen for all examinations. 
 Remember to bring a calculator for those 

examinations that require one.  You will need a 
calculator for Science, Geography, Business and 
various other examinations as well as Mathematics 
(although you are not allowed to use a calculator 
for your first GCSE Mathematics examination on 20 
May). 

 It is a good idea to bring a drink of water, which 
must be in a clear plastic container with all labels/
markings removed. 

 Mobile phones, MP3/4 players, etc, as well as 
watches of any kind, must be left in bags or 
switched off and handed in on entering the 
examination room. 

 You must enter the examination venue in silence 
and remain so until you have left the examination 
room. 

 If you will be absent for your examination, please 
contact the Examinations Team via telephone 
(01631 879853) or email 
(exams@plume.essex.sch.uk) on the morning of 
your examination and we will advise Attendance 
accordingly. 

 
If you have any queries regarding your examinations, 
please contact the Examinations team via 
exams@plume.essex.sch.uk or pop in to the Examinations 
Office opposite Main Reception. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
students sitting examinations this summer all the best for 
their forthcoming examinations. 
 
Mrs Chittock and Mrs Burke—Examinations Office 

Year 10 have started to experience what it is like to look after a 
baby.  Over the next few weeks, students who have volunteered 
for this wonderful experience will be taking one of our Plume 
Baby Simulators. 
Our first students who took the babies home were Isobella Mayo 
and Becca Palmer, in 10A-Cd.  Isobella has captured her 
experience in this review, and I highly recommend you read it. 
If you would like to know more about it or want to know about 
studying Child Development, please email me at 
s.smee@plume.essex.sch.uk or come and see me in the Child 
Development Classroom at FRC R121. 
Mrs S. Smee 

 

Over the weekend of 22 to the 24 April 2022, I took part in the baby experience. For that weekend, I 
had to look after an electronic baby. By look after, I mean I had to change the nappy, feed, rock, and 

burp the baby. I was one of the first two Year 10 students to have this experience, in 2022, which was rather exciting in 
itself! When taking child development, I learnt about this experience. It was an optional experience, simply for fun and to 
learn what it would be like to be a parent. The baby would cry, or whimper, but you wouldn’t know what they wanted. So, 
you would have to go through all the options, to see what the baby required. On day 2  I learnt that cries were for food or 
nappy, and whimpers were for rocking or burping.  
 

I had to take care of a six-month-old baby boy, called Jack. Baby Jack was quite fussy! During the day, I would feed him, 
for about 15-20 minutes at a time. Then, during the night, all he seemed to want was to be rocked! Yes, you heard that 
right, ‘during the night’. The baby wakes up during the night, which was interesting. I am not used to being awoken 
during the night, especially by a crying electronic baby. My experience with the waking up during the night, wasn’t too 
bad. Yes, he would wake up, but only for 45 minutes to an hour at time. The settings, of when and why the baby cried, 
were set to random. So, I can safely say, that I was lucky with my baby. Weirdly, on both nights, Jack woke up at three 
am, which was a strange coincidence!   
 

Overall, I would say that the experience was eye-opening. I have always wanted children, but not for quite a while. So, 
with that thought in mind, I asked my parents if I could take part in this experience. There were good aspects, and not so 
good aspects to taking part in this experience. The not so good aspects were the disruptions to my sleep and my overall 
schedule. For example, often, I would be eating dinner, and the baby would suddenly start to scream. Another time, I had 
to burp the baby for 45 minutes! I even had to get both of my parents to help me, I found that part quite annoying. 
However, on the other hand, the good aspect was the learning curve that this experience allowed me to take. I realised 
how difficult and tiring it is to look after a baby, especially since I was alone with it! I really began to appreciate and feel 
grateful, for my parents and how they had taken care of me because it is so hard, and I didn’t even have all the 
experiences of raising a child. This experience, although such a small slice of real parenthood, taught me so much. It 
allowed me to re-evaluate my decisions when it comes to children. Even though, I will not be having children for a rather 
long time.  
 

If you are like me and would like to have children when you get older, I would 100% recommend this experience. It will 
tire you out, but it will teach you valuable life lessons, that you can’t really get anywhere else.  



This year the Big Plastic Count is taking place 16th-22nd May. It would be great to get everyone involved in the Academy 
(please share with friends and family too). Please follow the link to find out more information about the Big Plastic Count 
and sign up.  
Here's the main link: https://thebigplasticcount.com/media/The-Big-Plastic-Count-Tally-Sheet-Digital.pdf 

Lola Brand Y10 National Regional  
Gymnastics Champion 
Many Congratulations to Lola Brand Y10 who has been 
crowned Regional Gymnastics Champion. She is off to the 
National Finals where she will lead the East Region squad in 
June! We are all very proud of your achievement Lola and 
wish you all the very best at the National Finals 

Charlie Barnard, 
Year 7 who took 
part in the 
regional round 
of remote-
control cars 
competition.   
Charlie is a junior driver but 
races with adults.  Charlie 
won his final at the 
weekend, driving well and 
consistently.   



Communicating with the Academy 
For all subject specific matters, please liaise directly with the individual class teacher in the first instance.  
The next level of dialogue would be with the individual Subject or Faculty Leader. 

For all non-subject and pastoral related matters, please liaise directly with your child’s Assistant Head of Year in 
the first instance.  
The next level of dialogue would be with your child’s Head of Year and after that, your child’s Head of Campus. 
The main channels of communication to use are:   
Telephone: 
Mill Road Campus for Year 7 and Year 8: 01621 879803 
Fambridge Road Campus for Years’ 9-13: 01621 854681 
 

Email:  Email with staff whose contacts can be found via our website and through >Parents>Staff Contacts. 
Email correspondence can be constructed in the following format:  The member of staff’s first initial followed by 
a dot, the member of staff’s surname, then add @plume.essex.sch.uk for every member of staff. For example, 
B.Smith@plume.essex.sch.uk  

As part of the GCSE Art Coursework 2022 with the theme 
of reflection, students were encouraged to develop 
personal ideas using different media and techniques in 
their work. They were challenged to record personal and 
meaningful contexts that realised intentions and 
demonstrated understanding of visual language.  Our 
Year 11,  Kienna Abrey has made such an outstanding 
memorial sculpture, that we felt should be shared with 
our community - Mrs Mills 
  
Kienna wrote, “ this is my final piece for my GCSE Art 
exam unit entitled Reflections.  My piece was designed 
and made in memory of my best friend Ellise, who sadly 
passed away on the 2 September 2019.  My piece shows 
various items in her favourite colour that remind me of 
the memories of the time we spent together and I have 
been able to reflect on these whilst working on this.  In 
loving memory of Ellise Sambora 07.09.2005 - 
02.09.2022.” 



Maldon Books have 
very generously said 
they will give  
students 10% 
discount on 
presentation  
of the Plume ID card.  

Stage One 

Necessary Change in Non-Student Days  
Due to the RideLondon event being held on Friday 27 May Plume Academy will be closed to 
students.  This is with the exception of our Year 11, 12 and 13  
students who are due to sit examinations on Friday 27 May 2022. 

Congratulations to our latest millionaires, Sienna Thomas 7CAA,  
Amy Maclachlan 8AGA and Emma Degiorgio 8 FRA, who have all read 
over 1 million words, fantastic reading! 
They will receive their certificate and badges in their English class. 
The LAIC Team  

Start/Finish: Maldon 
A coastal town with a long maritime history, Maldon once stood as a bastion 
against raiding Viking forces in the Battle of Maldon in AD 991. Fast-forward to 
today and this beautiful spot is known for its collection of Thames Sailing Barges 
that cluster around Hythe Quay – not to mention its world-famous Maldon Sea Salt 

RideLondon is the world’s greatest festival of cycling and was established by the 
Mayor of London in 2013 as an Olympic legacy event from the 2012 London 
Games. The event could not be held in 2020 or 2021 due to restrictions caused by 
the pandemic and it returns in 2022 with a new format, a new partnership with 
Essex County Council and a new three-day UCI Women’s WorldTour road race.   
 

 Date: Friday 27 May 2022  

 Distance: 137.1K (five climbs, 1,033 vertical metres) 

 Start/Finish: Maldon 
 

The opening stage starts and finishes in the ancient Essex town of Maldon. It will 
feature two laps of the Abberton Reservoir on the outskirts of Colchester and pass 
Tiptree, home to the world-famous Tiptree jam, before finishing with two circuits 
around Maldon. 
 
Where to watch 
Promenade Park in Maldon is a great place to watch the Classique get under way, 
with the riders rolling out from the beautiful park at 11:00 on Friday 27 May. 
Finding a spot on Maldon’s High Street or Market Hill will also give you the chance 
to watch the stage come to a thrilling finale, with riders passing by on three 
occasions. 



Follow us on twitter 
@PlumeCareers for  
regular updates and  
opportunities.  

March McLennan Guy Carpenters apprenticeships 
available in Witham - they are global risk and rein-
surance specialists.  
For further details -  https://
careers.marshmclennan.com/global/en/job/
R_151797/Guy-Carpenter-Apprenticeship-
Programme-Witham-Essex-October-2022 

Software Developer Apprentice | Jobs | Imperial 
College London 
  

Data Analyst Apprentice | Jobs | Imperial College 
London 

For more information email  
apprentice_recruitment@daimler.com 

 

Apprenticeship Opportunity available. Find out 
more via the following link: 
https://uk.indeed.com/m/viewjob?
jk=fd0f09e64e6a6578&from=serp&prevUrl=https
%3A%2F%2Fuk.indeed.com%2Fm%2Fjobs%3Fq%
3Dapprentice%2520spectrum%26l%3D%

26sameL%3D1  

 
We have a selection of business, finance, risk and 
project management analyst roles available across 
Stirling, Edinburgh and London. Candidates can 
apply for the roles by following the links below. 
A broad variety of Business & Data Apprenticeship 
roles in Stirling, Edinburgh and London please ap-
ply here. https://www.bpprecruitment.co.uk/
Employer/Discover/m-and-g  
Investment Operations Apprenticeships in London 
please apply here. https://

www.bpprecruitment.co.uk/Employer/Discover/m-
and-g  
Finance, Risk and Associate Project Manager Ap-
prenticeships in London and Stirling please apply 
here. https://www.bpprecruitment.co.uk/
Employer/Discover/m-and-g  

First Intuition’s online Accountancy Academy pro-
gramme is taking place in July 2022 for GCSE and 
A-Level students interested in learning more about 
a career in accountancy and finance. 
The Accountancy Academy is made up of five 
weekly webinars from 4.30pm – 6pm starting on 
5th July and will give young adults considering a 
career in accountancy and finance the chance to 
find out more about the options, to hear from local 
employers, get CV and interview advice, and to 
refine their career decisions. 
The sessions are all free and students can attend 
as many or as few as they wish. Students can ac-
cess the webinars via the following link: 
https://www.firstintuition.co.uk/fihub/
accountancy-academy-online-for-2022/ 
The sessions: 

·       5th July - Introduction to accountancy and 
routes to get started 

·       7th July - Accountancy taster (inc. practical 
exercises) 

·       12th July - Skills needed as an accountant 
·       14th July - CV and interview preparation 
·       19th July - Employer Forum (Q&A) 

Opportunities available this term from the Univer-
sity of Cambridge – as usual these are all free. 
From a Taster Day at the Faculty of Divinity, to an 
online GCSE to A Level bridging programme with 
Lucy Cavendish, to the University of Cambridge 
Open Days, there is a great deal going on across 
the University that I hope your students can make 
use of! Find out more here: Upcoming Events | 
Access and Outreach | Admissions | Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge  

Apprenticeship Opportunities  

Virtual Career Events 

Virtual Career Events  
Continue on next page….. 

 

All students have access to independent 
and impartial careers advice and guidance 
from a fully qualified Careers Adviser from 
Directions IAG Ltd. This is an opportunity for 
students to talk about their ideas and plans 
for the future. As part of this, a Career 
Action Plan will be produced and shared 
with the student.  
To book a careers appointment they can 
send an email to our careers advisors 
at deslb@plume.essex.sch.uk or type 
‘directions’ as the recipient in their email. 



Virtual Career Events Continue... 

Virtual Work Experience 

Find a virtual work experience  
programme! 
Meet industry experts, complete mini-
activities, and get noticed by employers. 
Click here for more information  

 

Click here  
Explore the latest placements on offer and find the right fit for you. 
We work with over 700 employers across a wide range of indus-
tries and we update this page regularly to bring you the very best 
opportunities for virtual work experience as soon as they are listed. 

On Wednesday 4 May, Leo Weller represented the 
Plume Academy on stage at the East Essex Regional 
Final of the Jack Petchey “Speak Out” Challenge 
competition.  
Leo recently took part in our annual workshop in 
February, a one full day workshop, led by a Speakers 
Trust trainer, who offered students structured, 
interactive exercises to develop communication skills 
and expand comfort zones. Leo, along with 9 other 
Year 10 students, was successful in progressing to 
the next round of the competition: presenting his 
speech in a year 9 assembly.  After a successful 
assembly, Leo was voted to represent the school at 
the regional final.  
Leo’s speech, entitled ‘Are Jaffa Cakes a cake or a 
biscuit?’, did what it said on the tin. Leo took to the 
stage with confidence and presented a well-
rehearsed and humorous speech, which had many of 
the audience members in tears.  
Mr Wakefield, Mrs Wills and Miss Theobald, along 
with Mr and Mrs Weller, were extremely proud of the 
confidence and skills that Leo has gained from this 
experience.  



   

Calendar May 2022 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

16 
Start GCSE and A Level 
Examinations  

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 
Changed Staff 
Training Day  

28 29 

30 
Half Term Holiday  

31 
Half Term Holiday  
 
 

1 
Half Term Holiday  

2 
Half Term Holiday  

3 
Half Term Holiday  

4 5 

6 
Students return to the 
academy 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

 

TERM DATES  
2021/2022 

 

  

Summer Term  
Tuesday 19 April 2022 
- Friday 22 July 2022 

 

Half Term 
Tuesday 31 May - Friday 3 June  

 

Bank Holidays 
Thursday 2 - Friday 3 June  

 

Changed Staff Training Day 
Friday 27 May 

Cancelled Staff Training Day  
Friday 24 June 

  


