
 

Week Ending 27/05/2022 

College Taster Days –  
Year 11 Students 
Monday 4 July and Tuesday 5 July 
These days are a great opportunity to 
sample your intended subjects and gain 
an understanding of college life. 
A letter with further information will  
follow shortly. 
 

Plume Educational Trust 
This monetary award is open to any  
student who has been at Plume for at 
least two years and is going on to  
further or higher education. The first 
application must be made within two 
years of leaving Plume and they can 
apply for a maximum of 3 years. 
The application form is available  
on the academy website. 
 

Students return to the 
academy Monday 6 June  

Wishing The Plume Family a Great Half Term Break! 
 

As we come to the end of the first half of the Summer term, I feel it is important to look back 
on what has been another incredibly busy six weeks with a real sense of pride and  

achievement. This is for a whole host of reasons ranging from the progress our students are 
making in their classroom environments, to the many extra-curricular and enrichment  

activities they continue to access and excel at across a whole host of areas.  
Awards, accolades, trophies, medals, certificates and formal acknowledgements continue to 
be achieved by our students, and the vast majority are demonstrating good and outstanding 
progress across their subject areas. However, there are other achievements that I also feel 
need to be highlighted including the fact that after not completing a full school year since 

2019, our Years’ 11, 12 and 13 students have prepared for and entered into their public  
examinations in the most exemplary of  manners. To me, this is something that should not be 
taken for granted or indeed lightly as it has been over seven generations since people of their 

age have had to face up to and overcome such disruption and adversity.  
Finally, on behalf of the Plume Family, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Her Majesty The Queen on achieving her Platinum Jubilee and for serving our country as 

Monarch for seventy years.  
 
 

Best wishes, Mr Wakefield 



On Monday evening, I was delighted to attend the 
annual Pride of Maldon Awards Evening where 
those members of our community who have made 
such an impact and made such a difference are 
rightfully acknowledged and celebrated. 
  
With this very much in mind, I was positively 
delighted to hear and see our own Hattie Phillips 
from Year 11 receive the prestigious ‘Citizen of the 
Year Award’! This was for a number of reasons but 
particularly in relation to her local, regional, 
national and international environmental and 
climate change work. 
  
As many of us know, as well as being a driven 
environmental champion, Hattie is a fantastic 
student in every sense of the word and one we are 
genuinely privileged to work alongside. We are also 
delighted to hear that this will be for a further two 
years due to Hattie opting to stay on at Plume 
College. 
  

We continue to be immensely proud of you Hattie 
and on behalf of the Plume 
Family, congratulations on securing such a 
tremendous award! 
  

We wanted to let you know, and pass on the great 
achievement of the Heybridge Swifts U12 team who 
won the Blackwater & Dengie Youth Football League 
Cup on Sunday 22nd May. 
15 out of the 16 strong squad are Plume Academy  
Year 7 boys: Zak Eve,  Kaden Johnson, Ed Foster,  
Marley Hoffman, Riley Kirby, Harry Priest (Captain),  
Harrison Judge, Ethan Barwell, Kayden Samler,  
Ryan Hutchings, Josh Meadows, Jake Sutton-Moss,  
Archie Townsend.  
Congratulations! 



At Plume, we continue to embrace international diversity and culture. 
We are fortunate to support a number of pupils who have come to the 
school from abroad and require support getting used to the English 
language or culture in the UK. Along with all Year 11 pupils attending 
their final on-site lessons on 13 May, we said a fond farewell to two 
particular pupils who have overcome enormous barriers in the last two 
years.   
Firstly we said goodbye to Marianna Florea, who came over from  
Romania in Year 9. When she started she was incredibly shy and  
nervous and could speak very little English. By the end of Year 11 she 
could understand most of what people were saying and was able to 
fully immerse herself in lessons. Marianna's courage to tackle GCSE 
exams is commendable. We also wished all the best to Astiyar  
Rasoliyan, who arrived from Iran. Despite not knowing much English  
upon arrival, Astiyar was able to settle at Plume and make friends. 
Those who worked with him were warmed by his cheerful personality. 
Incredibly, due to his hard work, Astiyar achieved passes at Entry  
Level 1 and 2 in Maths and English, surpassing all expectations.   
Teachers gathered to wish the pupils goodbye on May 13, shown in the 
image above. Astiyar wrote all his teachers thank you notes, whilst  
Marianna cooked a traditional Romanian dish to show her  
appreciation. We wish them both all the best for the future and thanks 
go to a number of staff for going above and beyond to support these 
pupils. 
 

Mr Chapman 

Flexible Learning Year 11 students GOOD BYE….  
Last week we said a fond farewell to our year 11 
Flexible Learning cohort. These amazing young 
people joined us in Year 9 completing our Bike 
Ability and gardening programmes, going on to join 
us on a journey of college and work experience. 
What a journey we found ourselves on!!   
Our students would not allow Covid -19 to hold 
them back, their work ethic throughout these 
unprecedented times continued to be 
outstanding,  learning new skills and excelling in 
Motor Vehicle, Catering, Animal Care and 
Construction courses.  
Thank you, and farewell. We will miss you.  
Good luck from us all in Flexible Learning. 

Plume Music Staff talk to BBC News Easts' Lawrence Cawley about  
Eurovision and Sam Ryder 
Plume Academy music staff and students 
talk to BBC News East about their connec-
tion and hopes for Maldon born social media 
sensation Sam Ryder, whom this year bril-
liantly finished second with his entry Space-
man in the Eurovision Song Contest. 
To read the full article, please click on the 
link below: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
essex-61443812 



On Thursday 19 May, a group of our Year 9 students attended an event at St Peter’s Hospital Café. The afternoon 
was organised and led by Julie Taylor who tragically lost her grandson in a brutal knife attack. She has since 
campaigned tirelessly to educate the community about the impact knife crime has on victims and their families. 
Julie presented a Bleed pack to Mr Wakefield, which had kindly been donated by a member of the Maldon 
community. 
The afternoon involved a demonstration and practical experience of the bleed pack contents. Our students  
conducted themselves impeccably with considerable composure around the issues. They willing asked questions  
and took part in all aspects of the training. In attendance along with Julie was the mayor of Maldon and a 
journalist from a Sunday Newspaper who also included  
a picture of  our students when the article was published  
on the 22 May. 
Mr J Cooper Personal Development Lead 



Communicating with the Academy 
For all subject specific matters, please liaise directly with the individual class 
teacher in the first instance. The next level of dialogue would be with the 
individual Subject or Faculty Leader. 

For all non-subject and pastoral related matters, please liaise directly with your 
child’s Assistant Head of Year in the first instance.  
The next level of dialogue would be with your child’s Head of Year and after that, 
your child’s Head of Campus.The main channels of communication to use are:   
Telephone: 
Mill Road Campus for Year 7 and Year 8: 01621 879803 
Fambridge Road Campus for Years’ 9-13: 01621 854681 
 
Email: 
Email with staff whose contacts can be found via our website and through 
>Parents>Staff Contacts. Email correspondence can be constructed in the 
following format:  The member of staff’s first initial followed by a dot, the member 
of staff’s surname, then add @plume.essex.sch.uk for every member of staff. For 
example, B.Smith@plume.essex.sch.uk  



It is wonderful to support the local 
community, and encourage students to 
create bespoke art, which is why we are very 
excited with the forthcoming community 
murals to be hosted in Longfield Medical 
Centre. Work has begun by one of our most 
enthusiastic artists, Emily Quiddington 
(10RDA), who has put together a team of her 
peers to create what will be an eye catching 
and fun narrative for the medical centre 
visitors to enjoy. We want to share with you 
the progress made so far, and look forward to 
Emily and her crew working independently to 
complete the murals this term.  
Well done Emily! 
 

Miss Crozier - Art & Design 
 



On Thursday 19 May Essex Womens Cricket 
hosted A Chance to Shine tournament for girls 
to have the opportunity to play some matches 
in a shortened format of the game. Plume  
travelled to Hutton Cricket Club with 8 budding 
cricketers to compete against 15 other schools 
from across the county. 
 

Our first match against St Angela’s started well 
with Plume batting first and gaining 45 runs. 
Some good fielding and limited extras given 
kept the opponents score down to 24 runs,  
giving Plume their first win. The second game 
against Colchester Country High School was 
always going to be tough, but the girls did well 
to score 20 runs against some excellent  
bowling from experienced club players.  
Colchester County High batted excellently and 
gained 21 runs in the 4th over. 
 

After the last defeat, the girls went in to their 
last pool match against Harris Riverside still 
confident of progressing to the next round.  

Batting first again, Plume scored 24 runs, however our bowling took a bit of a dip, and Harris Riverside soon scored their target of 
25 runs. 
 

There was a nervous wait during the lunch break as the results were calculated. Colchester County High School topped the group 
winning all their games, but all the other teams had won one game! Due to Plume’s excellent run rate in their first game, we were 
awarded second place and progressed to the semi final play off group. 
 

Our semi final pool was a tough draw, with our first match against Colchester County High again. This time the girls had gained 
confidence, and picked up some tips from their earlier games and batted excellently to score 30 runs. Joleigh Dolphin and Poppy 
Hine were excellent as opening batters, scoring some 4’s and 6’s between them. Plume worked hard in the field and managed to 
keep their opponents scoring down, but in the last over Colchester County High managed to get their target of 31 runs, they also 
went on to win the whole tournament. Our second game against Notley High School went down to the wire. Plume batted first and 
scored 44 runs, and with Ella Mansfield bowling the last ball of the game the pressure was on not to bowl a no ball. Ella stayed 
focussed and delivered a great ball, but the Notley batter rose the challenge to score a 4 take the match. 
 

The third and final match of the day was against Shenfield. Plume won the toss and put Shenfield in to bat first. Once again, the 
girls fielded well but struggled with consistent bowling, however managed to hold Shenfield to 58 runs. Plume were determined to 
finish the day on a high, and once again showed how good they are at batting. Sofia Mansfield showed that although she was the 
youngest there, she had confidence with the bat, and scored an impressive 6! Throughout the innings, all the girls demonstrated 
how far they’d come in such a short amount of time, and were just shy of Shenfield’s total with a final score of 44 runs. 
 

After all the results were in, Plume finished a very creditable 7th place with a group of girls who had never played a match before, 
and only had 4 or 5 training sessions. The team were a credit to the themselves and the Academy, and should be very proud of 
what they achieved. Well done everyone! 

UNIFORM 

PRE-LOVED 

Fambridge Road Campus 
Reception 

Mill Road Campus  
Reception  

9.00am - 2.30pm 

Due to the successful sale of the  
pre-loved Plume Academy uniform  
last August, we are now looking to 
replenish the stock ready for the 
academy uniform sale days on 

Tuesday 9 August and Wednesday 10 
August. 

 

If you have any suitable items for 
donation, could you kindly drop the 
freshly laundered items in a bag and 
hand them into one of our receptions 

between the hours of 9.00am and 
2.30pm. 

 

Plume Academy Parent Voice Group 



   

Calendar May/June 2022 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

30 
Half Term Holiday  

31 
Half Term Holiday  
 
 

1 
Half Term Holiday  

2 
Half Term Holiday  

3 
Half Term Holiday  

4 5 

6 
Students return to the 
academy 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Sports Day 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

 

TERM DATES  
2021/2022 

 

  

Summer Term  
Tuesday 19 April 2022 
- Friday 22 July 2022 

 
 


